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Malthusian catastrophe .
Production of food
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Global cereal production has grown
faster than population

The change in cereal production, yield, land use and global population,
where all figures are indexed to 1961, which is given the value of zero.

+250% Cereal production
Since cereal production increased increased 3.5-fold
more than population, production e
) per person increased over the past 60 years Cereal yields
Tripled increased 3.1-fold

ol e =f<- W 681 8
TEIRC A A ABCR | (- WS | 150%
ST 3 TGN

Population
increased 2.6-fold

Doubled

+50% Much more of this increase in
production has come from increased
yields, rather than more land use

Land used for

cereal production
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Data source: UN FAQ (2023); UN WPP (2024) CCBY
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An Essay on the Principle of Population- Thomas Malthus, Printed for J. Johnson, in St.
Paul’s Church-Yard London, 1798.
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31 “Television won’t be able to hold on to any market it captures after the first six months.
People will soon get tired of staring at a plywood box every night.” -Darryl Zanuck, executive

at 20th Century Fox, 1946

Q| “There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home.” -Ken Olsen, founder of

Digital Equipment Corporation, 1977
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